Adding Music to a Podcast in Audacity

Import Audio



Audacity Screenshot 1

Once you have your podcast vocal loaded in Audacity, we can begin to think about adding music. On the top menu bar, go to Project, and then select Import Audio. Browse to the music file you want to use, and select it. 



Audacity Screenshot 2

The music track will appear under the vocal track in the track view. Select the time shift tool in the upper left corner toolbox (you can mouse over the tools to see their names), and use it to move the podcast vocal and music tracks until they begin at the time you wish. 

Adjust the Track Volumes



Audacity Screenshot 3

To adjust the volumes of the two tracks, select the envelope tool from the left top corner toolbox, and use it to click on the tracks where you want volume changes to occur. This creates a keyframe, represented by the small white dots that appear on the two blue lines. These lines represent the volume of the track: the farther they are from the center of the waveform, the larger and louder the wave grows, and the closer, the quieter.  To make the volume change, position the envelope tool cursor over the keyframe you created, and click and drag. The track gives you visual feedback on how loud or soft the 

Fade the Music Out



Audacity Screenshot 4

Many podcasts do not continue with a low volume music bed for their entire podcast, but instead fade the music out after the intro, and perhaps bring it back in for certain segments and the outro section. To fade the music out completely, create a keyframe by clicking where you want the final tail of the fade to end. Then, with the selection tool, click and drag the blue volume line all the way in to the middle point of the wave. 

As you get close to the middle point, you will notice that Audacity snaps the fade in more severely, creating a more abrupt stop to the music. Experiment with the different fade curves and see which works best for your material. 

